LEVAQUIN 
What is LEVAQUIN?
LEVAQUIN is a broad-spectrum quinolone antibiotic used in adults to treat lung, sinus, skin, and urinary tract infections caused by certain germs called bacteria. LEVAQUIN kills many of the types of bacteria that can infect the lungs, sinuses, skin, and urinary tract and has been shown in a large number of clinical trials to be safe and effective for the treatment of many bacterial infections. 

Sometimes viruses rather than bacteria may infect the lungs and sinuses (for example, the common cold). LEVAQUIN, like other antibiotics, does not kill viruses.

LEVAQUIN Tablets are terra cotta pink for the 250mg tablet, peach colored for the 500mg tablet, or white for the 750mg tablet.  LEVAQUIN Oral Solution may range from clear yellow to clear greenish-yellow.

What is LEVAQUIN indicated to treat?
LEVAQUIN is a broad-spectrum quinolone antibiotic used in adults to treat lung, sinus, skin, and urinary tract infections caused by certain germs called bacteria.

Respiratory Infections:

· Acute bacterial sinusitis 

· Acute bacterial exacerbation of chronic bronchitis 

· Pneumonia 

· Hospital-acquired (nosocomial) 

· Community-acquired 

Skin Infections:

· Complicated skin and skin structure infections 

· Uncomplicated skin and skin structure infections 

Kidney & Urinary Tract Infections

· Chronic bacterial prostatitis 

· Complicated urinary tract infections 

· Acute pyelonephritis 

· Uncomplicated urinary tract infections 

Click here for approved LEVAQUIN uses. 

How does LEVAQUIN work? 
LEVAQUIN is concentration-dependent, meaning it kills bacteria most efficiently when the right amount of medicine has been absorbed into your body. LEVAQUIN Tablets are available in 3 different strengths (250 mg, 500 mg, 750 mg). Your prescriber will select the most appropriate strength and duration of therapy for your infection. Use only the antibiotic that your healthcare professional prescribed for your condition, and not one used by another person or for another illness. Take the prescribed amount of your drug at the correct times. Even if you start to feel better, continue taking your drug for the full course (prescribed number of days) to ensure that no bacteria can survive.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION FOR LEVAQUIN 
The most common drug-related adverse events in US clinical trials were nausea (1.5%) and diarrhea (1.2%).

The safety and efficacy of levofloxacin in pediatric patients, adolescents (under 18), pregnant women, and nursing mothers have not been established. Levofloxacin is contraindicated in persons with a history of hypersensitivity to levofloxacin, quinolone antimicrobial agents, or any other components of this product. Serious and occasionally fatal events, such as hypersensitivity and/or anaphylactic reactions, as well as some of unknown etiology have been reported in patients receiving therapy with quinolones, including levofloxacin. These reactions may occur following the first dose or multiple doses. The drug should be discontinued at the first appearance of a skin rash or any other sign of hypersensitivity.

As with other quinolones, levofloxacin should be used with caution in patients with known or suspected central nervous system disorders, peripheral neuropathy, or in patients who have a predisposition to seizures.

Tendon ruptures that required surgical repair or resulted in prolonged disability have been reported in patients receiving quinolones, including levofloxacin, during and after therapy. This risk may be increased in patients receiving concomitant corticosteroids, especially the elderly. The quinolone should be discontinued in patients experiencing pain, inflammation, or rupture of a tendon. 

Some quinolones, including levofloxacin, have been associated with prolongation of the QT interval, infrequent cases of arrhythmia, and rare cases of torsades de pointes. Levofloxacin should be avoided in patients with known risk factors such as prolongation of the QT interval, patients with uncorrected hypokalemia, and patients receiving class IA (quinidine, procainamide), or class III (amiodarone, sotalol) antiarrhythmic agents.  

Antacids containing magnesium or aluminum, as well as sucralfate, metal cations such as iron, and multivitamin preparations with zinc, or Videx®* (didanosine) chewable/buffered tablets or the pediatric powder for oral solution, should be taken at least 2 hours before or 2 hours after levofloxacin administration.

